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SUBJECT- Proposed Landfill for the Cit̂ ' of Arlington 

Dave Johe and I made a field review on January 29, 1974 of the proposed 
solid vaste disposal site for the City of Arlington. The site lies on 
the south side of Trabue Road just east of f̂cKî lGy Avenue v.̂ ithln one of 
the limestone quarries operated by MCQ, Incorporated. Demolition debris 
was being dumped at the proposed site on the day of the investigation. 
A large number of steel storage drums filled with liquid wastes v/ere observed 
in the fill. 

Mr. Bellisori, quarry superintendent, indicated the city planned to utilize 
two 300 foot wide strips along the north and west faces of the quarry. 
Portions of this quarry have been used for the stockpiling of flue dust from 
a nearby crusher plant. In places the accumulated dust reaches an overall 

• thickness of more than 15 feet. Very little if any of this fine-grained 
material has been dumped in the area proposed for use as a landfill. The 
flue dust is planned to be used as cover material for the refuse. Because 
the flue dust is a marketable m.aterial as fertilizer, MCQ, Inc. wishes to 
use as little as possible of the flue dust. 

About 40 feet of the upper portion of the Columbus limestone has been mined 
in this particular quarry. The remainder of the Columbus limestone plus 
several hundred feet of the Upper Silurian (undifferentiated) lie beneath 
the base of the pit. Observance of the quarry faces on the north and west 
revealed the bedrock to be highly' fractured and jointed. 

Several commercial establishments surrounding the quarry utilize ground 
water for their potable water source. The depths of the wells vary from 68 
to 200 feet while J±£ water levels range, from 39 to 83 feet below ground 
surface. The carbonate aquifer underlying this arsa is capable of yielding 
as much as 400 gallons per minute to individual veils. 

Because of the fractured-joii^ted nature of the tin.̂ p.rlvi'ng Uraestone and the 
close proximity of the ground water ("less than 10 feet belov? the quarry) , 
little attenuatxon of leachate would take place beneath this site. This 
could result in contamination of ground water and nearby potable water 
supplies. In view of this and the proposed policy prohibiting the development 
of sanitary landfills in Silurian-Devonian limestone quarries, it is recom­
mended that this site not be approved. 

It is also recommended that immediate action be taken to prohibit the disposal 
of steel dxumG nont-a.T'm'ng .liquid wastes into the existing demolition dump. 

JN/na 

cc: Russ Stein 
Dave Johe 


